








Bass Canno

type: GAS HORN

Early acoustic research by Armstrong & Company
led to the development of a new generation of
field artillery and sonic munitions, including this
impressive Low Frequency Tactical Resonator.
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bass cannon

This device delivers a truly awesome amount of acoustic energy right where it is
needed most: the bottom end. Using a custom built driver unit, the Bass Cannon
uses LPG Propane gas to stimulate the molecular mix in the barrel of the

cannon, creating resonance at the important low frequencies needed to drive the
music forward. Ignition of the expelled propane gives an impressive display of roiling
flame pulsing in synch with, and adding texture to the bass sound.

Early Inspiration Preston Riversway 2011




type: WAR HORN

The Carnyx was a favoured battle instrument of
the ancient Celts, delivering a harsh blaring cry of
war to the Roman foe. A marvelous addition to
the armoury of any re-enactment enthusiast.
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Ancient Carnyx

carnyx

The Carnyx ( karn-axe) is an instrument of great antiquity, and inspiration
for us to create a large-scale fire-sound device in its own right.

As a prototype for this we have incorporated the Carnyx heads into the
uprights in the Bandstand structure. These are tubular pipes of varying
height, each corresponding to a low frequency wavelength.

These bass organ pipes are driven in this instance by compressed air.

Modern Example of Carnyx

Our Pneumatic Carnyx
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type: PYROPHONE

Fluxweed was created to designs originating for
Joseph Paxton’s celebrated glasshouse heater at
Tatton Park, Cheshire. Evidently a product of a less
ecologically aware period.

Warrington 2010

fluxweed

Fluxweed is a pyrophone instrument or fire-organ, and is generally installed
in it’s fully leaved configuration on the ground. Sometimes mistaken for a
giant candelabra, or in the case of our insurers, an over-sized patio heater.

The principle pipe section is mounted at the apex of the bandstand roof,
a sonic and visual beacon and a true centre piece.

Blackpool 2010 Birmingham 2011




intonarumori

Looking a little like a 1970’s PA system which has gone badly wrong is exactly as it should
be, as this has to be the only ‘PA system’ where the actual band & instruments are inside the
speaker cabinets. First proposed literally as a drumbox, many of the cabinets contain
different types of percussion objects and an electrical hammer or striker.

Expanding on this idea we have decided an ‘anything goes’ policy, so therefore have no
idea what exactly will end up in the boxes, as we will be helped along in the construction
of this collection by the general public at our Open Workshop making sessions.

Expect circuit bent dolls, alarms, digital effects, auto-harps....

The photo below shows ‘MOJO’ - the first Rumori - a self-playing drum machine which took over
the stage in 2011, and proved very popular with band musicians looking for a replacement
type: ANALOGUE EFFECTS for their wayward drummers.

Italian Futurists Russolo & Piatti herald the ‘Art of
Noises”almost 100 years ago. The Intonarumori did

not survive a tragic fire at the Paris "Salle Berliotz’, “one has to have a bit of chaos within to birth a dancing star..."
rumored to be set by JeanArp, the Dadaist ﬁrebrand

coo the oft quoted Nietzsche

‘MOJO’ Birmingham 2011 Drums Ex Machina Birmingham 2011




Therabrain

Therabrain (or Joe, as he is known ) is a new device which has no pretension

to depth or intellectual rigour, here assembled simply for the fun of the fair.

A human brain, enclosed as usual in a domed jar of lightly bubbling liquid,

is connected via simple sensors to a theramin type instrument, sometime emiting
a rising & falling spectral tone, and sometimes playing the piano.

We can’t promise that our own vocalist and Aetherial performer will sport
the look of Clara Rockmore in the photo below, but we will make an
effort to keep smiling.

type: ELECTRICAL EFFECT

A classic accidental discovery by Russian physicist
Leon Theramin turned his ‘Radio Watchman'into
the world’s first Aetherphone, an indirect interface

into the mysteries of the Microcosmos.

CLARA Rockones LosT TepaN ALBM

LLARA FOCKMORE, THEREM
NADIA REISENBERG. PIANO _
A Human Brain Classic Theramin Recording Birmingham 2011 Zf"-"—}(m .






